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Consultation response on the Annual Practising Certificate (APC) fee decrease for 
the Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand 
(Commencing in the 2011/2012 practising year)
Thank you to all who responded to the Board’s consultation document proposing to lower APC fees and to not charge a disciplinary levy for the 2011/2012 practising year.  Your responses were reviewed and discussed by Board members prior to a final decision being made.  

The purpose of this paper is to:

1. Provide a response to the recent consultation feedback.
2. Inform and give notice to practitioners and stakeholders that the APC fee will decrease for the 2011/2012 practising year.
3. Inform and give notice to practitioners and stakeholders that the APC renewal process will commence from Wednesday the 17th of August 2011.
Feedback
All feedback received on the Board’s proposal was positive, with a few practitioners enquiring as to whether the Board would consider further reductions to the APC fee charged for low income earners or lowering the income threshold. In addition, there was a suggestion that the lower income fee be based purely on psychotherapy income, rather than gross income.

In order for the Board to lower the income threshold or base the fee solely on income derived from psychotherapy there are some important factors to be considered. These are (not limited to): 

· Budget: The Board manages a budget and needs to be solvent to carry out the roles and responsibilities of a regulatory authority. The budget for a regulatory authority differs from say, a professional association, and comparison is inadequate to justify similar practices. 

· Right to practise: Registration provides the right to practise as a psychotherapist and annual practising certificates indicate a practitioner is fit and competent to practise. These are not unlike a driver’s license; there is no limit on how often you do what you are licensed to do, nor is there a discount or reduced fee if you intend to use it less than someone else may. 
· The costs to the Board for each psychotherapist registrant are the same whether the practitioner is on a reduced rate or pays the full rate. Lower fees for some would mean higher fees for others; this means that one group of practitioners is subsidising the other. 

· Not all psychotherapists on lower incomes are senior practitioners planning to reduce their workload. There may even be a correlation between reduced practice hours and risk of competence/conduct issues. This could mean that a psychotherapist who has paid a reduced rate could cost the Board more if there is a complaint, conduct or competence issue.  In effect, this costs the other practitioners more.

· Process: The Board would need to obtain accurate information on the incomes of psychotherapists (including income derived solely from psychotherapy practice) to develop budget and cashflow forecasts to ensure the Board can safely cover its annual costs. Then a further consultation would be required and this entire process would need to be completed and gazetted with at least one month’s notice of the new APC year. Potentially this process could take 6-8months and the expense would also need to be budgeted for. The Board, at this time, does not have the information it would need to change the criteria for fee reduction to a system based solely on psychotherapy income.  It will give further consideration to this topic, including the relative fairness of the two systems and how it might assess the likely financial effects of such a move, for future fee reviews.
Confirmed fee changes
Having considered the feedback received on its proposal to reduce the APC fee and to not charge a disciplinary levy for the 2011/2012 practising year at its 17 and 18 June 2011 meeting, the Board has decided there will be no further amendments to this year’s proposed fee changes. The Board will, however, retain the feedback it received to consider in future fee reviews (annual).

Here is the Board’s revised schedule of fees, published in the New Zealand Gazette on 7 July 2011:

______________________________________________________________

 XE “Health Practitioners Competence Assurance Act-:Prescribed fees:Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand:Republished 2007/2531” The Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand (Fees) Notice 2011
Pursuant to sections 130–133 of the Health Practitioners Competence Assurance Act 2003, the following notice is given.

N o t i c e

1.
Title and commencement—(1) This notice may be cited as The Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand (Fees) Notice 2011. 

(2)
This notice comes into force on 17 August 2011. 

2.
Fee—(1) The Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand (the “Board”) sets the following fees, payable to the Board, specified in the attached Schedule.

(2)
This notice revokes and replaces all previous Board fees notices.

3.
Tax—fees are exclusive of goods and services tax.

4.
No refund—Fees are not refundable when an application is declined.

5.
Waiver—The Board may provide for the waiver or transfer of any fee, or part thereof, in accordance with current policy at the time the fee is paid.

Schedule

	Fees Payable
	$

	APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

	–

Initial registration within a scope of practice
	250.00

	–
Overseas qualified registration 
	700.00

	–
Reinstatement to the Register within 2 years
	100.00

	–
Reinstatement to the Register after 2 years
	250.00

	ANNUAL PRACTISING CERTIFICATE (APC)

	–
Paid prior to 30 September 
	700.00

	–
Paid after 30 September 
	800.00

	–
Short year /Reduced Fee
	

	For those who apply for an APC with 3 months or less remaining in the practising year ie July, August and September or those eligible for a reduction due to having earned $25,000 or less gross income in the previous tax year
	384.00

	APPLICATIONS FOR CHANGE

	–
Application for changes to, or removal of, conditions on scope of practice 
	100.00

	–
Application to move from one scope to another
	100.00

	REGISTER MAINTENANCE 

	–
Annual fee for non-practising psychotherapists 
	

	

(Maintain name on the Register)
	50.00

	DOCUMENTS

	–
Replacement or additional APC
	
	50.00

	–
Verification of registration for the purpose of overseas registration 
	
	

	(Statement of Good Standing)
	From
	50.00

	–
Copy of Register 
	From
	100.00

	–
Providing copies of documents on file
	From
	100.00

	–
Returning original documents
	From
	100.00

	Note: Document fees will vary depending on courier costs and your location
	
	


Dated at Wellington this 28th day of June 2011.

LINDSEY RILEY, Acting Registrar, Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand.​​

____________________________________________________________________________
APC renewals will commence from Wednesday 17 August 2011
All psychotherapists will be sent an email reminder prompting them to renew their certificate.

The APC Renewal process has 5 steps.  These steps have been outlined below.  Please contact the Acting Registrar if you have any questions.  

Step 1 - Log in
Log in to your personal profile on the Board's website using your email address and password. If you have forgotten this information, please contact the Acting Registrar on 04 918 4727 or email registrar@pbanz.org.nz. 

If you wish to complete your application manually, please contact the Acting Registrar to have the form sent to you. 

Step 2 - Update your personal information, including: 

Change of Address 
You must promptly provide the Registrar of the Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand with notice of any change of postal address, residential address, and work address (HPCA Act Section 140(2)). To do this, log onto the Board's website and update your personal profile. 

Change of Name 
If you change your name, you must advise the Registrar in writing of your new name within one month of the change (HPCA Act Section 141(2)). You must send the Registrar a certified copy of evidence of your name change i.e. marriage certificate or deed poll. 

Step 3 Make your APC payment 

If you do not choose to make your payment online you will be given the opportunity to make your APC payment during the completion of the APC Renewal Form.

Please ensure you provide the appropriate paperwork (paperwork will be located on the ‘Forms’ section of the Board’s website).
Step 4 - Print off and fill out the APC Renewal Form. 

Step 5 - Send your completed form and payment to: 

Acting Registrar

Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand 
PO Box 10-787 
The Terrace 
Wellington

Assistance

For assistance, contact Lindsey Riley on 04 918 4727 or email registrar@pbanz.org.nz.
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