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Newsletter from the Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand 
The Board are beginning to get to know each other and establish good working relationships.    We have consulted with some other boards about their processes.  We have made progress in relation to the practical issues of setting up.

We are almost ready to formally confirm an office set up in which we will share space and services with another registration board.  This will be cost efficient and is a congenial environment.

We have advertised for a registrar and we hope to employ someone by April/May.

Financial issues:  The government has once again made it very clear that there will be no government funding to set up the board.  The board is in the process of writing to the relevant professional associations asking for contributions, perhaps in the form of low interest loans in this early set up phase.  This will help to keep the costs to psychotherapists as low as possible.  We are also pursuing a bank loan.

The board is conservatively estimating that 450 psychotherapists will apply for registration.  We would expect to have a “provisional” level of registration for provisional members of professional associations at a lower fee.  

Once the Board processes for registration are fully established psychotherapists will be able to fulfil their legal requirement to register. 

We have spent a lot of time working on a realistic budget and expect to get this finalized and publicised in the next month.   We are concerned to be pragmatic and keep our costs down.  And yet we are realizing the fees will need to be in line with other boards of similar size and function.
In addition the Board has started work on matters such as grand parenting, registration systems, scopes of practice and qualifications.  We will be seeking wider advice and will consult with the profession on these matters.  It is important for us all to get used to the fact that:  “Board members attend meetings and undertake Board activities as independent people responsible to the Board as a whole and do not act in the Board as representatives of professional organizations or interest groups.  This is especially important because Board members may be party to decisions that conflict with the views of some of their constituency.”(From Terms and Conditions of Appointment to the Board)

The Board wishes to update the Associations executives and any other interested parties on progress made to date in terms of setting up the Board and to start some dialogue on the way forward in relation to registration of the profession and is planning to hold a meeting in  April. Meeting details relating to venue and agenda will be sent out after the March Board meeting.
We are establishing an email list to keep people informed and invite you to send your email address to aduncan@ihug.co.nz if you would like to be on this list.

Thank you for your consideration of these issues.
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