            May Newsletter 2009


Tena tatou katoa, nga mihi mahana mo te tau hou me te tau e tu mai nei.

Greetings to all of us, and warm greetings especially for the New Year and the year ahead of us.

This issue brings you up to date with Board activities, achievements and movements since February 2009. 

In this issue:

· Registration Update

· Consultation Hui

· Consultation on Competencies
· Consultation on Trainee Psychotherapist Scope of Practice
· Board Deadlines

· Board Meetings 2009
· From the Chair

Registration Update

The Board is pleased to announce that there are currently 457 registered psychotherapists.  
Congratulations to all those practitioners who are now registered. 

Current Registration Statistics of Interest 

99 Female Psychotherapists

84   Male Psychotherapists 
The Board is aware that there are still a number of practitioners who identify as psychotherapists and advertise themselves as psychotherapists providing psychotherapy to the public, who have not yet registered.

The Board would like to remind those unregistered practitioners who work as a psychotherapist or who are holding themselves out to be a psychotherapist that they are now working outside of the law.  

Consultation Hui 

The Board have set a date for a consultation hui at Awataha Marae, Akoranga Dve, Northcote? on 25th July 2009.

The kaupapa of this consultation hui will focus on cultural competencies as well as issues that relate to developing a kaupapa Maori pathway to registration. 

Currently all practitioners are required to meet the criteria for a broadly generic psychotherapy, or child and adolescent scope of practice with qualifications currently recognised as providing psychotherapy training.   
The Board need to hear from Tangata Whenua, Maori and others who support a kaupapa Maori pathway.  The Board can advise those willing to design a “model” or “option” on the requirements of the HPCAA. 

As an example, a kaupapa Maori pathway to registration might include a Maori Scope of Practice with its own qualification (requires consultation prior to gazetting). Or, it might use the same scopes already gazetted but with qualifications different to those already gazetted (any additions to those qualifications already gazetted will require consultation prior to gazetting). And there may be other options to consider.

A panui (notice) with more information will be sent out soon.  The Board will also place information on its website.   
Consultation on Clinical Competencies

Under section 118 of the HPCAA the Board is required to develop clinical competencies for the profession. 

The Clinical Competencies document was sent out to practitioners and stakeholders in March giving 8 weeks to respond.  The consultation closes on Friday 22nd May 2009 so please ensure you respond on or before the closing date.
Consultation on Trainee Psychotherapist Scope of Practice

The Board is aware that students registered on psychotherapy training programmes are not covered under the current scopes of practices as gazetted. Given these trainees are engaged in placements and providing a service to the public it is vitally important that they are recognised under the HPCAA.

The Student Psychotherapist Scope of Practice document was sent on the same day as the Clinical Competencies consultation and will also close on the Friday 22nd May 2009.  

Both consultation documents can be located on the Board’s Website under News and Events.

Board Deadlines

Grandparenting – Please ensure that you note, grandparenting ends in August 2010.  After this time there is not guarantee that grandparented qualifications will remain as approved qualifications to registration. 
Interim Psychotherapist Scope of Practice, (professional development pathway) – If you are registered under the Interim Psychotherapist Scope of Practice you must complete your “final” assessment within 5 years of registration.  You may be asked to show that you are actively moving toward registration within the Psychotherapist Scope of Practice.   If you have not successfully completed your “final” assessment within the 5 year timeframe you will loose your eligibility for psychotherapist registration.
Board Meetings

There are two Board meetings left in the year.

24       July  
        Auckland

27/28 November   Dunedin 
As the November meeting will be the first South Island meeting the Board intend to make themselves available for those in the South Island that would like to meet the Board. Further information on this opportunity will be released later in the year.  
Meetings for 2010 will be announced later in the year.

From the Chair
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Mihiteria King

Chair
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