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NEWSLETTER 



  SEPTEMBER 2008
Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena tatou katoa

Greetings everyone, greetings everyone, greetings to us all.

The last few months have been very busy for the Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand.  The Board has been working on a number of tasks including the creation of a website, preparing for and carrying out a consultation on; scopes of practice, qualifications required for registration, grandparenting, proposed fees and consideration of a potential joint board for counsellors and psychotherapists in the future.

Since the completion of the recent consultation the Board has met twice to discuss the consultation responses. The Board would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the profession, tangata whenua, stakeholders and other interested parties who responded to the Board.  There were over 120 replies and although not everyone’s thoughts and suggestions could be accommodated the Board believes the decisions now reached will provide ongoing mechanisms to ensure public health and safety.   

The purpose of this newsletter is to summarise decisions made as a result of your contributions.  In addition to this newsletter the Board will be issuing a response to that consultation.  

The Board would like to announce the following:

Registration of practitioners will be open from Monday 29th September 2008.  To register please log onto the Board’s website www.pbanz.org.nz and click on Apply for Registration (this button will not be visible until the 29th September 2008).  

Practitioners will be given a period of grace to submit their complete registration documentation to the Board.  This period of grace will end on the 31st December 2008.  

From the 1st January 2009 you must be registered or have submitted a completed application for registration with the Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand and hold or be eligible to hold a current Annual Practising Certificate to practise as a psychotherapist in New Zealand.   

A Registered Psychotherapist’s Annual Practising Certificate year will run 1st October – 30th September. 

It was clear from the recent consultation that some of the concepts in the Health Practitioners Competence Assurance Act 2003 (HPCAA) need more explanation.  In response to this the Board intends to conduct a “road show” early 2009 or when funds allow.  The purpose of the road shows will be to explain the Board’s role and responsibilities under the Act.

Many practitioners are seeking clarification as to whether registration of psychotherapists will mean that others cannot practice psychotherapy.  The Board has a clear legal opinion on this:  Under the HPCAA unless you are registered with the Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand you cannot call yourself a psychotherapist or hold yourself out to be a psychotherapist.  However, others can practice psychotherapy, as long as they do not call themselves a psychotherapist or hold themselves out to be a psychotherapist.

 

Although the difference is quite subtle, it is very important.  An example of this would be: Another person / practitioner might use psychotherapy in the treatment of clients; this is acceptable.  However, unless the person / practitioner is registered with the Psychotherapists Board of Aotearoa New Zealand they are unable to advertise that they are a psychotherapist or advertise that they offer psychotherapy services.     

Current Board work:

· The Board’s Secretariat is currently developing processes for registration which will begin on the 29th September 2008.  

· The Board will continue to consult widely on issues such as practice and ethical standards, competencies and cultural competencies for future Annual Practising Certificates.

· The Board is currently finalising a policy for qualifications and grandparenting of qualifications towards registration. 

· The Board has begun work on bicultural and Te Tiriti policies and practices.

· The Board will be working with the training institutions on accreditation systems so that qualifications can be recognised for future registration purposes.  This will be an ongoing task.  Consultation will take place on the accreditation of qualifications, institutes and organisations as required by the HPCAA.  

As the Board’s website is now up and running please take the time to read the information provided.  The website will be updated regularly with information as the Board moves forward with its functions under the HPCAA.  Please contact Jacq at registrar@pbanz.org.nz if you have any comments.

Nā mātou, nā
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Andrew Duncan 

Chair
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